Change and power in midwifery.
Midwives are experiencing problems in playing their full part in the maternity services and the communities in which they practice. Mothers, babies, and families require greater care from these caregivers for healthier pregnancy and birth outcomes. Change to renew the power, skills, and knowledge of midwives is evident in many parts of the world. Processes of change require an examination of the purpose of midwifery. The starting point of change is an awareness of the meaning of birth to individuals and society, and of the role of midwives in supporting families around the time of birth. Midwives should use their power to resolve the considerable problems facing childbearing families, and to enrich the event.